A wide variely of short films showcasing an international
array of filmmakers will be screened Saturday (Jan. 10)

ymational flavor : ] '
International Havo: during the second annual Taos Shortz Film Festival at the

irvens this year's !
> Kachina Lodge, 413 Paseo del Pueblo Norte.
“We will feature 30-plus juried short films from around
By Rick Romanciio
the world,” festival director Anna Cosentine said. “Films
from India, Netherlands, England and Canada will be high-
lighted, as well as films from around the United States.”

Categories include documentary, fiction, animation and

experimental. “There will be three programs with unique

films in each program,” Cosentine said.

The first programis at 2 p.m. and is open to all ages. The
evening programs at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. are recommended for
mature audiences. There will also be a Q&R with visit-

ing filmmakers after each program.
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Conrinnnd from Page 25
A meet and greet social is planned Friday (Jan. 9), 5-7
p.m. at Ogelvies Bar and Grill on the east side of Taos Plaza.
Cosentine said this is when “flmmakers can join the public
to network before the event,” according to an announce-
ment. Drink specials will be available for passholders.

A Sunday Brunch Awards Ceremony also is planned
sunday (Jan. 11) at the Eachina Lodge. The awards will be
selected by the viewing public.

Cosentine slogged through the snow at the Greater World
Earthship community to stop by The Taos News, Satuzday
{lan, 3) to talk about what's happening at this years event
“This is the second annual Taos Shortz Film Fest. We're
holding it in January this year instead of November because
[ think January is a more appropriate time for people o
come.”

50, what is the Taps Shorz Film Festival?

“We're dedicated to showing top quality films from
around the world,” Cosentine said. All must be 30 minutes
or less In length, “What I've done in my call for entries is
to post worldwide, so unlike a lot of the staie film festivals
which focus just on filmmakers in Mew Mexico, [include
them as well, but more so 1 get global films. I think that's
important because not only should we support New Mexico
but we should support indie filmmaking worldwide.”

Incidentally, the 48 Hour Film Festival and Basement
Films, both out of Albuquerque, have contributed films for
Taas Shortz,

“The thing about short films, which is so intriguing and
that fascinates me and a Iot of people, Is thai you have to
capture a person’s attention in a short amount of time, as
opposed to a feature film in which you can have character
development and a plot and the story,” Cosentine said.
“That'’s a fascinating part of indie filmmaking. There are so
miany short films out there. The filmmakers are trying every
way they can 1o get viewed. It's hard. 50, I'm trying to pro-
vide a venue for them 1o get their films out and also it's very
important to me to have the Taos community come togeth-
er and see these great fllms because, aside from just being
entertaining, they're educational they and inspire people.”

Other than film festivals such as this, the distribution
opportunities for short subjects tend to be limited. Few
venues are available on television,

As far as the programs are concerned, Cosentine said this
vear’s juried selections are fictivn-heavy. "We have alol of
dramatic and comedy fiction. We also have about seven ot
eight documentaries and about six animation films. This
year we've included some experimental works. Some are
really [antastic.” She suggests "Dream of American Pit
Bull” as one andiences should not miss. There is also
one filmmaker that will represent Taos. She is Jodi
MeNichals from Arroyo Seco.

Each of the filims in the {estival are selected
by a panel of three judges who make their
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T am looking for volunteers the night of the
festival to serve in the box office and as
ushers and to just be around to greet the filmmakers.
ANNA COSENTINE

Films
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decisions based upon style and quality.
And, although it may seem like Cosen-
tine is a one-woman show, there are a
lot of other people behind the scenes.
"1 am looking for volunieers the night
of the festival to serve in the bax office
and as ushers and to just be around to
greet the filmmakers,” she said. “The
filmmakers are all excited to come, by
the way. I get e-mails from them saying
‘[ ¢an't wait,” and another person said,
'Thaven't heen to
Taos since my hon-
eymaoon and it's my

F Y | most favorite city
Film fastival on earth.' "
B When; Satarday As mentioned,
{an. 10, 2p.m, unei the first program is
closing geared to general
B Where: Kachina andiences. “Several

:,;E‘i” Freodd  are geared to chil-
=hia None :
dren and th

m Admission: Tickets R e
lot of animation,

510 per shaw; all-thaw ;

pass $25; $5 children she said. The latter

under 12 two are a bit more

® Information: www,  €U8Y In content.

treschort om “There's snme

nudity, some vio-

lence and some things that wouldn't
be appropriate for children.” The film-
makers were under no restrictions,
other than explicit pornography, about
what to submit. "I want this festival to
have a vision and a look of excellence,”
Cosentine said.

One of the things that has helped
get the festival going this year is its new
nonprofit status, It is now a program of
Open Hearth, a Taes based nonprofit
community arts organization whose
purpose is to build creative comrmumni-
ties in Taos and New Mexico, Its central
activities focus on the Open Hearth
Salon series in the Taos Plaza Theater
Loft, Open Hearth Poetry Project, and
Seasonal Celebrations, a series of chil-
dren’s evenis occurring on the solstice
O 2guinox.

Cosentine said she is excited about
the change because "we can become
part of a bigger community, and that’s
a good thing."

All the screenings will take place
Kachina Lodge, which Cosentine said
has been very accommodating. “Te's
going to be cabarei style, so people can
go to the bar and get a drink or some
food and come back with it and wartch
the movie (except for the early family-
friendly show). The front part will be
seats and the back part will be tables,

Supporters include Taos Mountain
Casing, The Taos News, KTAQO-FM 1019
and Five Magazine, 48 Hour Film Proj-
ect and Basement Films.

Admission is $10 per show. A 525
pass is available to all shows; 35 for
children under 12. Advance tickeis
are available now at TaosSound, 314F
Paseo del Pueblo Norte. For additional
details, visit online www faossforiz.
cont.

For more on Open Hearth, contact
Diavid Behrstock at (575) 751-7393 or
david@taosplazatheater.com.
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